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Question:
„How much do you agree with the following statements?”

Completely 
true

Partly true Don’t 
know

Not 
really 
true

Completely 
untrue

Statements published in street surveys do not have any influence 
on readers, listeners or viewers.

Statistical data such as survey data, has a serious influence on 
the judgments of readers 

From street surveys, which may not be representative anyway, 
the journalist is allowed to intentionally select votes that best fit 
the tenor of the report 

Gregor Daschmann
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the tenor of the report 

The more dramatic an example is, the more it should be reported.

In the selection of examples journalists must not make sure that 
they are representative.

During the reporting, extreme exceptions are more important than 
undramatic, typical events.

In a nursing home, some patients are not adequately cared for. A 
journalist took a serious individual case, and thus aroused the 
impression that in general things are done this way in this nursing 
home. Do you think this is acceptable?

A journalist wants to discuss the homeless in Germany. In his 
research, he is looking not for typical examples, but especially for 
particularly tragic fates. This is legitimate, because he wants the 
report's to improve social commitment.
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Question:
„How much do you agree with the following statements?”

Completely 
true

Partly true Don’t 
know

Not 
really 
true

Completely 
untrue

Statements published in street surveys do not have any influence 
on readers, listeners or viewers. 7 22 15 38 18

Statistical data such as survey data, has a serious influence on 
the judgments of readers 20 56 15 7 2

From street surveys, which may not be representative anyway, 
the journalist is allowed to intentionally select votes that best fit 
the tenor of the report 

2 10 12 20 55

Gregor Daschmann

�

���

	�
�
�

���
���

	�
��

��
��
��

��
	


���
��


	
�
���

���
�
�

���
��

����
���

��
���

���
��

�
	
��

the tenor of the report 

The more dramatic an example is, the more it should be reported.
7 42 29 11 9

In the selection of examples journalists must not make sure that 
they are representative. 11 32 17 25 14

During the reporting, extreme exceptions are more important than 
undramatic, typical events. 7 32 25 21 15

In a nursing home, some patients are not adequately cared for. A 
journalist took a serious individual case, and thus aroused the 
impression that in general things are done this way in this nursing 
home. Do you think this is acceptable?

19 26 9 20 27

A journalist wants to discuss the homeless in Germany. In his 
research, he is looking not for typical examples, but especially for 
particularly tragic fates. This is legitimate, because he wants the 
report's to improve social commitment.

14 42 13 18 13
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Percentage of Group agreeing with Advocates

(n = 45)
%

Missionaries
(n = 74)

%

Idealists
(n = 66)

%

Dramaticness and Bias

The more dramatic an example is, the more it should be reported.
48 54 46

From street surveys, which may not be representative anyway, the journalist is 
allowed to intentionally select votes that best fit the tenor of the report. 5 19 9

During the reporting, extreme exceptions are more important than undramatic, 
typical events. 36 47 35

Influence on Recipients

Gregor Daschmann
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Influence on Recipients

Statements published in street surveys  have an influence on readers, listeners 
or viewers. 52 60 53

Statistical data such as survey data, has a serious influence on the judgments of 
readers 66 85 73

Representativeness

In the selection of examples journalists must not make sure that they are 
representative.

43 50 36

In a nursing home, some patients are not adequately cared for. A journalist took 
a serious individual case, and thus aroused the impression that in general things 
are done this way in this nursing home. Do you think this is acceptable?

51 42 45

A journalist wants to discuss the homeless in Germany. In his research, he is 
looking not for typical examples, but especially for particularly tragic fates. This is 
legitimate, because he wants the report's to improve social commitment.

57 60 51



��
��
��

��
	


���
��


	
�
���

���
�
�

���
��

����
���

��
���

���
��

�
	
��

% � ����!

, ���! �� �
�� �	�	�	� ������ �� �	�������� �� ��������	� �
	�� � ���
� �� ��� ���� ��� �
��* ��������	�� �
���
��� ��� ��� � �	�
, �����! ������� �� ����	���������������� ������
��
��� ��� � ���	- �������������� �	����	���� �������
���
#
. �� �������! �����������	�* ��������� 	���� �� ����
� � ��� ��� ������
��� ��� � �	- ����
����������	) ��� �� ��! � � �
���
� �� ��* �
����� �	������ �� �
�� ��
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/ ��	�� ��� ��� � �	����������� �) �� ������ ����� ������ ����������������� ����
��* ��� � 	�� �	��������	� � �	
, �����! �������	�% � �����* ������ ������� � �
���� ��� ��� � �	��
������� � ��

�
, ���* �� � �
�
�		����� ��� �* �����
	��� ��
��� ��� ��� � �	�� �� �
� 	��
������ ��� �		��
�� ����������
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& � �
�% � �	���
	' �

0 ����� ����� ���	��
�! �� �
�� �	�	����
) +
� � ��� � �� �
����
��� � �
�	������� ��
�� �� 
� ��
������� �� � ���
��
� � �� ��	#
0 ������ �� ��! �� �
�� �	�	 �* ������� ��� �* ������ ��� � �	+ �

Gregor Daschmann

�

���

	�
�
�

���
���

	�
��

��
��
��

��
	


���
��


	
�
���

���
�
�

���
��

����
���

��
���

���
��

�
	
��

0 ������ �� ��! �� �
�� �	�	 �* ������� ��� �* ������ ��� � �	+ �
. ���������
� � �� ��� ����
����
�� �� �� � ���

�	+
1 	�����! �� �
�� �	�	 �� �	� 
����
�

��
�
���� ��� � �� �
����
�
��� ��� � ����� �� ��� �		��
�� ��� � 
����
+
0 ��
�� �	
� 		�
��������� ����� ��� ��� � ��	- �
����* ��� �	
� 		�
������������� ��� � ��+
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