Proposed Amendment to IAMCR Statutes:

In July 2005 at the Taipei International Council meeting it was unanimously agreed to change the current voting procedure and this is confirmed by Ole Prehn, IAMCR Secretary General.  This requires a change in the statutes.

Justification: following the 2004 elections which used the system of optional preferential voting, it was subsequently reported that many people did not understand what optional preferential voting implied and that quite a large number of people did not take advantage of the opportunity to vote in this way when it was presented to them.  In discussion in Taipei, I proposed to change to the ‘first past the post electoral system’ which means in essence that the person who wins an election is she or he who gains a simple majority of the total votes cast.  After some discussion of the pros and cons of each method, the members of the International Council agreed to the change.

Therefore, on behalf of the International Council, in my capacity as President of IAMCR, I propose the following change.

Existing Statute:

“S5.5 It shall elect the President, the Executive Board, the International Council, the Section Heads and all such committees as it may establish, using a system of optional preferential voting;”

Proposed Statute:

“S5.5 It shall elect the President, the Executive Board, the International Council, the Section Heads and all such committees as it may establish, using a first past the post electoral system”. 

Any change in the statutes must be presented to all IAMCR members at least sixty days before a meeting of the General Assembly of IAMCR which will meet next on 26 July 2006.  This notice is therefore published in the Spring 2006 Newsletter of IAMCR.

Robin Mansell

IAMCR President
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