Proposal for the establishment of an IAMCR 

Task Force on Media and Communication Policy

At the 2004 IAMCR conference in Porto Alegre, the International Council formed a Task Force to represent the association in the second phase of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS). The Task Force, which was co-chaired by Divina Frau-Meigs and Marc Raboy, produced a valuable document that was presented in Tunis at the WSIS in November, 2005, “The International Researchers’ Charter for Knowledge Societies.” The Charter, which has since been circulated by IAMCR members to universities, libraries, and academic associations throughout the world, marked an important step for our association as a world leader in the development of policy perspectives on behalf of media and communication researchers. The WSIS is now officially over, and the original mandate of the Task Force ended, but before disbanding, the Task Force members and the International Council have agreed to propose that IAMCR build on the model of the Task Force’s achievement through the establishment of a standing task force to represent the association in the domain of media and communication policy. 

On behalf of IAMCR members, a standing Task Force on Media and Communication Policy would be established to maintain a global presence for IAMCR on important issues concerning media and communication policies, drawing on the interests and expertise of IAMCR members and reaching out to engage with the expertise of other individuals and organizations. The Task Force members will, in consultation with members at large, set a rolling agenda of issues to be addressed, providing a focal point for debate and discussion within and beyond IAMCR. The Task Force will normally be chaired (or co-chaired) by a member of the IAMCR International Council and report on its activities annually. The Task Force would have a mandate subject to review by the International Council every four years, at the first biennial meeting at the start of each new IAMCR presidency.

Formal suggested text:

In view of the active involvement of the IAMCR in the ongoing media and communication policy issues – at international, regional and national levels, the General Assembly resolves to establish a Standing Task Force on Media and Communication Policy, with the membership to be decided by the International Council. In the spirit of critical independent scholarship the Task Force will:

· contribute to the sharing of relevant information and documentation about media and communication policy issues, as they arise, with the broader academic community and civil society;

· facilitate the synthesizing of existing research on information society issues and feed this into relevant international forums; 

· assist in the clarification of crucial policy-relevant concepts for the IAMCR membership);

· assist in the development of effective and relevant alliances with other individuals and organisations concerned with key media and communication policy issues; and 

· ensure effective representation of IAMCR in selected forums (formal and informal) in line with IAMCR members’ expressed interests.
Proposed by Robin Mansell, IAMCR President and prepared by Robin and Andrew Calabrese, International Council, March 2006 with input from the International Council and WSIS Task Force Members.
